
Installation Instructions:  
97-06 Jeep Wrangler
Rear TJ Bumper w/Tire Carrier

Kit Contents:
•	 Rear	Bumper
•	 Swing	Arm
•	 Latch	Pin	with	T-handle
•	 Latch	Pin	Striker	Plate	(Pre-installed)
•	 Tapered	bearings	with	seals	(Pre-installed)
•	 Latch

•	 Spare	tire	receiver	bracket
•	 Spare	tire	mount	with	pressed	in	studs
•	 Dual	shear	bracket
•	 BRK-1007	Frame	Supports
•	 Instructions

1.	 Make	 sure	 vehicle	 is	 parked	 on	 flat,	 level	 surface	 with	 the	
transmission	in	gear	or	park,	and	the	parking	brake	on.

2.	 Remove	factory	rear	bumper	from	the	body.

3.	 Loosen	and	remove	the	two	rear	most	body	bolts,	along	with	the	
two	just	in	front	of	the	gas	tank.			Loosen	the	3	body	bolts	along	
each	side	below	the	doors	but	do	not	remove.			Loosen	the	front	
center	body	mount	but	do	not	remove.

4.	 With	a	floor	jack	and	block	of	wood,	slowly	raise	the	back	of	the	
Jeep	tub	off	the	frame	to	allow	the	removal	of	the	two	rear	body	
bushings	from	the	cross	member	and	set	aside.

5.	 Slide	the	new	bumper	over	the	frame....it	can	be	a	snug	fit.		Slide	
it	 all	 the	 way	 on	 so	 that	 the	 vertical	 mounting	 flanges	 on	 the	
inside	of	the	bumper	are	against	the	Jeep	crossmember	where	
the	stock	bumper	mounted.		Center	the	bumper	on	the	frame.		

6.	 (OPTIONAL,	STEP	6-16)	but	 recommended	 for	 strength	 )	Using	
the	two	1/2”	holes	on	either	side	of	the	receiver	on	the	bumper	
as	guides,	mark	the	center	of	the	holes	on	the	crossmember.

7.	 Using	the	four	 inner	slotted	holes	(2	per	side)	as	guides,	mark	
their	location	on	the	crossmember.		It	can	be	tight	getting	your	
hand	in	to	mark	these	holes.		You	can	also	measure	the	distance	
when	the	bumper	is	off	to	mark	the	holes	in	the	frame.

8.	 Remove	bumper	from	frame	and	set	aside
9.	 Using	a	1/2”	drill	bit,	drill	out	the	two	holes	that	you	marked	that	

were	on	either	side	of	the	receiver.	 	Be	VERY	careful	not	to	go	
through	too	far	and	hit	the	gas	tank.

10.	 Using	a	1/2”	drill	bit,	drill	out	the	other	4	holes	that	you	marked	on	
the	crossmember	being	careful	of	the	gas	tank.

11.	 On	the	back	of	the	new	bumper,	install	(4)	7/16”	bolts	with	washers	
from	the	inside	of	the	bumper	facing	out.	 	Use	the	serrated	bolt	
retainers	 and	 push	 them	 onto	 the	 bolts	 to	 hold	 them	 in	 place.			
Using	a	socket	over	the	bolt	to	push	the	nut	retainers	on	makes	
it	easier.		

12.	 Re-install	the	bumper	back	onto	the	frame,		making	sure	the	7/16”	
bolts	go	into	the	holes	drilled	in	step	10.		

13.	 Re-install	 the	 body	 bushings	 that	 were	 removed	 earlier.	 	 	They	
will	install	on	top	of	the	bumper.		Lower	the	body	back	down	and	
loosely	attach	the	rear	4	body	bolts	back	in	their	locations.

14.	 Using	 a	 floor	 jack	 and	 a	 block	 of	 wood,	 support	 the	 gas	 tank.			
Remove	the	bolts	along	the	bottom	of	the	crossmember	holding	
the	fuel	tank	skid	on	and	slowly	lower	the	floor	jack	to	gain	access	
to	the	back	side	of	the	crossmember.		

15.	 Install	a	washer	and	7/16”	Nyloc	nut	on	the	back	side	of	the	4	bolts	
previously	installed	in	step	11.

16.	 Install	 the	 1/2”	 bolts,	 washers,	 and	 nylock	 nuts	 in	 the	 holes	 on	
each	side	of	the	reciever.

17.	 Re-install	 the	 factory	 lower	 frame	 bolt	 on	 each	 side	 that	 was	
removed	when	you	took	off	the	factory	bumper.

18.	 Next,	install	the	BRK-1007	Crossmember	Frame	supports.		Begin	
by	installing	the	7/16”	bumper	bolts	with	washers	and	nyloc	nuts	
first.		Install	them	through	the	BRK-1007	crossmember	supports	
facing	the	rear	of	the	Jeep.		Leave	loose.

19.	 There	is	a	slotted	hole	on	the	side	of	the	frame	just	in	front	of	the	
BRK-1007	 crossmember	 supports.	 	 Slide	 the	 included	 nut	 plate	
into	 that	 hole,	 and	use	 the	 supplied	7/16	bolts	with	washers	 to	
secure	the	crossmember	supports	to	the	frame	with	nut	plates.

20.	 Tighten	all	hardware	at	this	time	including	body	mounts,	and	raise	
the	gas	tank	back	into	position	and	re-install	factory	hardware.

KD FABWORKS

BUMPER INSTALLATION:

Thank	you	for	purchasing	a	KD	Fabworks	rear	bumper	and	tire	carrier!		While	installation	of	this	particular	bumper	is	quite	involved	and	does	
take	some	time,	the	result	is	an	incredibly	strong,	heavy	duty	tire	carrier	that	will	last	for	years	to	come.		Installation	by	a	qualified	installer	is	
recommended.		



KD Fabworks, LLC
www.KDfabworks.com
888.535.1580 /KDfabworks /KDfabworks

TIRE CARRIER INSTALLATION:

1.	 Remove	the	factory	spare	tire	from	the	tire	carrier.
2.	 Remove	 the	 factory	 spare	 tire	 carrier	 from	 the	 tailgate.	 	 A:	 If	

removing	 the	 factory	 third	 brake	 light,	 open	 the	 tailgate	 and	
remove	 the	plastic	cover	over	 the	 lower	hinge.	 	 	Detach	wires	
from	 contact	 points	 on	 the	 bracket.	 	 From	 the	 outside	 of	 the	
tailgate,	pop	the	rubber	grommet	out	and	pull	the	wires	out	of	
the	tailgate.		Remove	the	third	brake	light	and	tire	carrier	with	
wires	in	one	piece.			B:		 If	 installing	a	BRK-1009	license	plate/
brake	light	kit,	simply	cut	the	wires	as	the	enter	the	third	brake	
light	 to	 allow	 plenty	 of	 length	 to	 attach	 to	 the	 brake	 light	 kit.		
Remove	third	brake	light	and	tire	carrier	from	tailgate.

3.	 Install	tire	carrier	onto	the	spindle.
4.	 Place	the	aluminum	washer	with	the	elevated	portion	of	it	facing	

down	into	the	seal	onto	the	spindle.			
5.	 Install	 the	 dual	 shear	 bracket	 onto	 the	 spindle,	 and	 bolt	 the	

bracket	to	the	bumper	with	the	7/16”	bolts,	washers,	and	nyloc	
nuts.

6.	 Install	the	spindle	nut	and	tighten	it	snug.

7.	 Install	 the	 Latch	 mechanism	 onto	 the	 swingaway	 arm	 using	
supplied	5/16”	bolts	and	washers	as	shown.

8.	 Fully	tighten	the	top	spindle	nut,	and	make	adjustments	to	the	
latch	 mechanism	 U-bolt	 to	 make	 sure	 the	 tailgate	 fits	 tight	
against	the	plastic	landing	pads.

9.	 Install	the	spare	tire	bracket	onto	the	swing	arm	with	1/2”	bolts,	
washers,	and	nyloc	nuts.	

10.	 Insert	 the	spare	 tire	bracket	 into	 the	spare	 tire	 receiver	bracket	
and	secure	loosely	with	the	two	1/2”	bolts.		

11.	 You	can	now	install	your	spare	tire	onto	the	bracket	kit	and	snug	
the	lug	nuts	down	to	hold	the	wheel	to	the	bracket.			Push	the	tire	
against	the	swing	arm,	and	from	the	back	side,	put	a	mark	on	the	
spare	tire	bracket	where	it	slides	into	the	receiver	portion.

12.	 Remove	the	tire	from	mount.			Using	the	mark	as	reference,	push	
the	bracket	 into	the	receiver	PAST	the	mark	by	about	1/8	-1/4”.		
This	sill	make	sure	that	once	the	tire	 is	 installed,	 it	will	be	tight	
against	the	swing	arm	and	not	rattle.			Tighten	the	top	adjusting	
bolt	on	the	receiver	portion	of	the	spare	tire	bracket.			Then	tighten	
the	side	bolt.

13.	 Re-install	 the	spare	 tire	onto	 the	 tire	carrier	and	tighten	the	 lug	
nuts.


